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Bringing life back to 

empty station 
premises

by 
leasing them to 

local, not for profit, use 
rent free for up to 

25 years
through a specially 

formulated tripartite 
lease which extends 

beyond the station lease.
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Gt. Malvern

Spalding



Why Are The Station Premises Empty ?

• Not required for rail service provision? 
• Unused in recent memory?
• Deterioration of the premises?
• Previous lettings not succeeded?
• Not viable for commercial use?

Footfall
Insufficient Parking
Renovation Costs 
Fees 
???



Premises

Network Rail own the infrastructure of the national railway system -

buildings, land and track.

In the main, regional Train Operating Companies (TOC’s) then lease

the infrastructure on a franchise basis for varying periods of time to

provide the required rail service and station facilities.

Network Rail and TOC’s have acknowledged that there is a need to

find a use for those railway premises which remain empty and for

which they have not been able to find a commercial tenant.

They must seek to maximise the commercial return on their property

portfolio for the wider benefit of the railway, but there are some

properties that are simply unattractive to commercial tenants.
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Providing:-

Internet cafe open 
7.30am -9 pm

Meeting Room for 
Community use.

Three studios from 
which to broadcast, 
including a training unit.

Reception/information 
base

Regenerating the station building

Creating new space.

Putting a presence on the 
station

Re-opening disused access which now leads to the 
shopping centre.



In lieu of rent, a community and not-for-profit 
group would be expected to renovate the 
premises to meet their needs. They could be 
eligible for major grants.
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WHISTLE STOP 
STORES

Playgroup Supplies

A training base to support 
those with learning 

difficulties

Tenant
Worcester County Council
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This is a project that started regionally
and is now accepted as national policy. 

It is being piloted in Scotland

and

is now interesting Europe





Contact

ACoRP, The Association of Community Rail 
Partnerships, is a national federation of over  
60 local community rail partnerships spread 
across the UK.  It is a not-for-profit 
organisation which aims to provide impartial 
support, advice and guidance to anyone who 
is involved with rural and local rail services, 
including community groups, town and 
parish councils, rural transport partnerships 
and small businesses.
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